ONTARIO SELF EMPLOYMENT BENEFIT PROGRAM

The Ontario Self-Employment Benefit (OSEB) program provides entrepreneurial skills development support to approved participants to help them develop and implement their business plan and become self-employed. OSEB allows participants to concentrate on building a sustainable business by providing them with financial assistance while they receive business advice and support.

The Application Process

1. Attend an Orientation meeting with the OSEB Coordinator

2. Complete and return the application form within 5 business days of meeting
3. Review of application by Consultant; Application sent to TCU; TCU Contacts client

4. Start the Enterprising Edge Business Development Course (6 week course)
5. Business plan presented to Committee; recommendation sent to TCU
6. Final approval from TCU
PARTICIPANT ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

· Canadian citizens or permanent residents legally entitled to work in Canada
· Meet the definition of an insured individual ( EI Eligible).
· An individual who has completed a business plan with the assistance of outside expertise prior to seeking support under OSEB, and who does not require assistance during the business plan development phase, is not eligible.

· An individual who begins working on his/her business prior to seeking approval from the Ministry for OSEB is not eligible for the program

· As well, an individual who has previously completed within the last 24 months or is currently enrolled in a self-employment program (i.e. provincial or other) is not eligible for OSEB.

RESTRICTIONS

In order to participate in OSEB, each applicant must: 

· Meet eligibility requirements;

· Attend an orientation session provided by an OSEB Coordinator and apply for the OSEB; 

· Complete a self assessment exercise on risks/opportunities of self-employment and personal suitability; 

· Submit a proposed Business Concept for review by an OSEB Coordinator; 

· Provide evidence of a personal investment. The personal investment must be equal to a minimum of 25% of the total amount of financial support for basic living allowance that would be provided to the individual if approved for program participation; 

· Complete the applicant pre-screening questionnaire on environmental issues to determine if environmental assessment (ea) is required, and;

· Complete an MTCU OSEB application 

· Submit the application package to the OSEB Coordinator 

· Must continue to be capable of and available for work and continue to complete and submit claimant reports as required if the individual is an active EI claimant;
BUSINESS ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES

The proposed business activity must be full-time. This means that the approved participant must devote at least 35 hours per week to developing and implementing the business plan. 

The proposed business may be: 

· a new business or an existing business in which the individual had no prior ownership; and a business that is suitable for public funding in the opinion of the Ministry. 

· seasonal in nature (an individual must devote all efforts full-time to the development and implementation of the business plan for the duration of the OSEB agreement. In some cases, the individual may be engaged in more than one full-time seasonal activity within the agreement timeframe); 

· home-based; 

· a hobby (i.e. a leisure activity undertaken for pleasure where the primary intention is not to generate income) converted into a business. 

INELIGIBLE BUSINESS ACTIVITY 

The following are ineligible business activities under OSEB: 

Any activity that involves, in the opinion of the Ministry; 

· sexual exploitation; illegal activity ; the production of materials that promote hate, discrimination or illegal activity; otherwise promoting hate, discrimination or illegal activity ; proselytizing of a particular religious or political opinion 

· business that is partially or entirely based on commission and dependent on a parent company (e.g. real estate agents, insurance brokers, Mary Kay); 

· franchise; 

· home-based daycare; 

· part-time business 

· business the applicant currently owns and operates; 

· business the applicant previously owned; 

· business owned previously by the applicant’s spouse, parent or child where the individual has had significant involvement in the management/decision-making process; 

· not for profit organization (i.e. those that do not qualify as a business under the CRA regulations)

